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Literary Paragraph Check 
 
Topic sentence contains a specific argument 
 

CD is deliberately chosen and helps support topic sentence 
 

All quotes have lead-ins and are smoothly embedded 
 

If necessary, all CDs have correct parenthetical citation (17).. 
 

Transitions exist between chunks 
 

Commentary directly discusses the CD and helps support the topic sentence.  
 

Commentary digs deep and goes beyond the obvious. 
 

Paragraph ends with a concluding sentence that summarizes (at the least) but ideally offers additional insight. 
 

Paragraph is in present tense. 
 

Paragraph avoids first and second person (I, me, my, mine, you, your, yours, us, we, our, ours). 
 

Paragraph follows format and ratio of 1CD:2CM (TS; 2-3 chunks of CD, CM, CM; CS). 
 

Paragraph is proofread and edited. There are no typos or grammatical errors. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 


